Plasminogen activator in bronchoalveolar fluid.
Plasminogen activator was purified from the soluble fraction of bronchoalveolar lavage fluid, and biological and immunological characteristics of the activator were examined by electrophoretic enzymography. The purified fraction showed a single band with a molecular weight of 53,000. The enzyme activity was eliminated in the presence of DFP and did not display fibrin affinity. Immunological tests revealed that the plasminogen activator reacted with IgG of antiurokinase but not with that of tissue-type plasminogen activator. However, the plasminogen activator cleaved S-2288 to a greater extent than S-2444 in contrast to urokinase.